


From the
Pastor’s Desk

On Sunday, February 16, we sang two hymns that included the word "transport”.
Every time we sing these hymns, I am always struck by the use of the word "transport”, since I
know that it is not being used in the usual way. Being someone who is often fascinated by
words, their use and origin, I finally had to look this one up.

First let us consider those two hymn verses. The first came from the hymn, The King
of love my Shepherd is. Verse #5

Thou spread'st a table in my sight,

Thy unction grace bestoweth;

And O what transport and delight

From thy pure chalice floweth!
The second is from the hymn To God be the glory-great things He has done! Verse #3

Great things He hath taught us,

Great things He hath done,

And great our rejoicing

Thru Jesus the Son;

But purer and higher and

greater will be

Our wonder, our transport

when Jesus we see,

It is obvious in these two verses that the word transport is not being used in the sense
of moving people or things from one place to another which would be the first definition entry
of the word. However, there is a secondary definition to the word transport that we are less
familiar with today and that is the definition used here. That definition is, "to carry away with
strong and often intensely pleasant emotion."! What is being moved here is our emotions. In
the first verse, we are being moved by Jesus' sacrificial blood poured out for us. In the second,
we are moved when we finally see Jesus in the heavenly realm.

As we approach the season of Lent, I am reminded that it is a season which does move
us emotionally. On Ash Wednesday, we are moved by the reminder that we "are dust, and to
dust we shall return”. We are moved on the first Sunday of Lent, when Jesus spends forty
days fasting in the desert and is tempted by Satan. We are moved when Jesus raises Lazarus
from the dead on the fifth Sunday of Lent. We are moved as we walk the way of the cross on
Wednesday of Holy Week. We are moved when Jesus prays in the Garden of Gethsemane and
is betrayed on Maundy Thursday. We are moved at the Good Friday Tencbrae service when
we sit in darkness and hear the loud bang of Jesus' tomb being sealed. Finally, we are moved
when Mary Magdalene finds the empty tomb on Easter Sunday and is the first witness to the
gospel proclaiming the risen Lord.

Let us 'move’ together in this season as we journey to the cross and beyond with Jesus,
rekindling our faith as we relive the great mysteries of Lent, Easter and God's love for us
conveyed through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Andy
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