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On December of 2017 I, along with several council members, attended a forum
offered by the Gloucester Township Police Department titled, "Active Shooter Response and
Church Security”. This was one of the first such training sessions of its kind. Since then many other
communities have sponsored similar presentations. Unfortunately, we began 2020 with another
church shooting in Texas. Therefore, I thought I should present the following information to you
again. First and foremost, should you find yourself in such a situation is to use coinmon sense. We
have a tendency to panic in life threatening situations and panic is the enemy of common sense. Law
enforcement personnel have distilled the response that should be taken by civilians who find
themselves in such an event to three actions, "Run, Hide, Fight." The following information is useful
anywhere you might find yourself in a hostile situation.

RUN

If there is an escape path, attempt to evacuate.
Evacuate whether others agree to or not.
Leave your belongings behind.

Help others escape if possible.

Prevent others from entering the area.

Call 911 when you are safe.

HIDE

If evacuation is not possible, find a place to hide.
Lock and/or blockade the door,

Silence your cefl phone.

Hide behind large objects.

Remain very quiet.

YOUR HIDING PLACE SHOULD:

Be out of the shooters view.

Provide protection if shots are fired in your direction.
Not trap or restrict your options for movement.

FIGHT

At last resort and only if your life is in danger.
Attempt to incapacitate the shooter.

Act with physical aggression.

Improvise weapons.

Comimit to your actions.

When law enforcement arrives.

Remain calm and follow instructions.

Keep your hands visible at all times.

Avoid pointing or yelling.

Know that help for the injured is on the way.

The above information was gleaned from the following video, copyrighted by the city of Houston
(2012), that you may want to watch: https://youtube/5VcSwejU2D0. In addition, if something or
someone looks suspicious, tell me or one of the members of church council so that we can discern

whether or not they are a threat to our safety and we can respond accordingly.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Andy
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