
 

 

 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

200 E. Clements Bridge Road 
Runnemede, NJ 08078-1461 

Rev. Dr. G. Andrew Engelhart III Pastor 
856-939-4411   www.trinityrunnemede.org 

E-Mail: Pastorandy62@comcast.net   Office E-Mail: Janet4411@Comcast.net 

 
December 2016 Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 2:7 - And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 



 Shortly after becoming your Pastor I began using an adapted version of my 
family's "brag" letter for my December newsletter article.  I was surprised by the positive 
response that I received from members about that glimpse into our family's home life so I 
continued the tradition until last year.  No one complained about that change, but a few 
people said they missed my annual Christmas letter.  So I have decided to return to that 
tradition for this year. 
 As we approach the Christmas season it is time once again to share with all of you 
how we have faired since last Christmas.  It has been a year of change, some good, some 
sad.   
 Dan is now in his senior year at Washington Township High School.  As I look 
over my desk to the bookshelf and see a picture of him at ten months old (taken in August 
1999) I have to wonder how the seventeen years since then have passed so quickly.  Dan 
has become more serious about school and finished his junior year by advancing forty 
spots in his class rank.  He enjoys music, video games and is thinking about a career in 
culinary.  This year Dan was selected to participate in a special culinary class that spans 
two class periods. 
 Jake is now a sophomore.  In the spring he played high school lacrosse.  Jake has 
become an avid fan of the UFC (Ultimate Fighting Champions) and Connor McGregor is 
his favorite champion.  Inspired by Mixed Martial Arts of the UFC, Jake is now training 
in Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu.  He is very dedicated to his training and attends four classes a 
week.  In three months he has earned two blue stripes on his white belt. 
 After nine years with Verna and Associates, Amy has returned to a firm she was 
working with prior to our moving to this area twelve years ago.  She has enjoyed this 
change since it has required her to work with some areas of public accounting that she 
was not too familiar with so she continues to build and hone her skills as a CPA.  She 
brought fifty of her clients with her to her new firm and has added twenty one more in the 
year that she has worked for Murray & Becker CPA's.  Amy has been quite the traveler 
this year going on a trip to Costa Rica with her friend Angel, visiting her sister in St. 
Thomas with Jake and then a trip to Las Vegas with friends. Our sad news was that after 
a period of rapidly declining health, her father, Robert E. Solly died on October 5th.   He 
was ninety-three years old.  In November we were honored to attend interment services 
for Amy's Aunt and Uncle, Dolly and Pete Kreamer at Arlington National Cemetery. 
 I have been serving as Pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Runnemede for 
twelve years.  Last December I was asked to work with a student pastor (David) from 
January to May.  Although it was a little time consuming, I was glad to have the 
opportunity and challenge of working with a young person beginning a path toward 
ordained ministry.  Working with David brought back many memories from my past that 
had been buried under nearly three decades of ministry.  This fall I have gotten involved 
with the Rutgers Camden Alumni, again.  Our activities are usually a combination of 
social, informative and fun gatherings.  Our next meeting is a Christmas social at the 
alumni house on the Camden campus. This will be my first visit to the alumni house that 
opened earlier this year.  
 Our family has been very busy this year with many activities, but I like to keep 
this letter to a single page, therefore we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
year!  
 
Pastor Andy, Amy, Dan and Jake 
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CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Dear heavenly Father, we thank you for promising to send your Son to 
deliver us from sin and death. Thank you for fulfilling Your promise, so 
that through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, we may have 
everlasting life. Be with us as we read, hear, and study your promises, 
so that we may dare to live and work as your people. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

The members of the Confirmation Class are finishing their study on The 
Apostles’ Creed. Some of the members can recite the creed without 
looking. We want to finish this unit by Christmas. In January 2017 we 
will be starting God’s Gifts (Confession and the Sacraments). They will 
also be seeing a movie on Martin Luther and the eighth graders will 
begin working on their final report on Martin Luther.  

 

Thank you so much to the class helping to serve at the breakfast and at 
the Congregational Dinner meeting. As they were cutting the desserts I 
only saw a couple disappears (Just kidding). We will also be working at 
packing the Thanksgiving and Christmas Baskets. 

 

Parents, thank you for raising such a group of caring individuals. If 
somebody is absent they always ask if that person is ok. They are very 
respectful of each other and respectful of me. It is really a pleasure to 
work with them every week. 

In Christ’s Love, Jim Shisler   
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